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ts. Wendv Dixon. EIS Program Hanager

U.5. Department of Enerqy FEB 15 2000
Office of Civilian Radioactive Waste Management

Yucca Mountain Site Characterization Gffice

E.G. Box 30307, K3 010

Hotth Las Veoas. NV 89036-0307

Facsimile: /’ g 00~ zé 7-0 73 7

Re: YUCCA MOUNTAIN DRAFT EIS. PUBLIC COMMENT

Dear Hs. Dixon:

As [ understand that today is the closing date for
agency receipt of public comment on Yucca Mountain Draft
EIS. please include this facsimile transmission which
in¢ludes comnent with attachments submitted via the
U.5. Postal Service. priority mail on February 8. 2000
as part of the official agency record of proceedings.

WHAT decisions are made by elected officials and
public agencies on behaif of the public is. apparently.
subject of controversy by some. See Attachment A.

'Haste Maxes No Case For Secret Meetinos. " THE CINCINNATI
ENGUIRER. Feb. 9. 2000. pg. A-12. More controversy resulits
over H0W decisions are made, when due process and procedures
are viotated in decision-making process, The Hamilton

County Commissioners decision to spend public funds is termed
a "buzzer-beater® thaf was "oul of bounds" In *covernmental-
speak for a closed meeting.' Lawsuit from ‘the opposition’
to the totai profect, |.e.. Ohio Riverfront development

known regionally as *the Banks.'

The confusion and Inabiilty of decision-makers to
distinguish between "state/national® secrets and *trade’
corporate® secrets has been rather obvious in local.
recional. and national decision-making process during search
for "solutions.' what to do with HLR¥. DOE has.
in multiple processes, determined that *hybrid* approach
is actually being implemented.

Recycling of “surplus® nuclear weapons
materiais into HOX fuel for commercial nuclear power
reactors with some dispositioned pursuant to Huclear
Waste Pollcy Act--with possible revisitatlion of language--
in BOE Recerd of Decision of 1/4/00 reflects this
confusion and is another “buzzer beater out of bounds.’
In order for the public to trust the best judament of
the experts in "solving' the what to do with HLRYW
dllemna, the *experts® must inspire/earn the public's
trust and confldence,

Latest Appalachian media report te the public
fn conjunction with DOE Investigation at the Paducah
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t
Gaseous Diffusion Fiant 5ite into healsh, satety, and
environmertal problems on and off piant boundaries
fails to inspire such trust and confidence. In fact.
some plant wockers participated in government radiation
experiments during the 1%50‘s. Some participanis were
yolunteera. while othera may not have been informed that
they were being used as subjects radiation/human heaith
exper iments!

in one experiment. health physics staft
volunteered to breathe a radicactive gas
to see how quickly uranium was excreted

in their urine. Trying a different Incestion
path. one senfor staffer drank uranium

in a solution. (Attachment B.)

According to media report, general dangers of
radioactivity were known. but how interactions took
place in the human body were not clearly understood.

At that time, it was generaily believed that various
radloactive by-products of the enrichment process,

and exposure to uranium dust posed itttie or no
sionificant human health hazard. While that belief

may have been held in the earty 1950“s, considerable
evidence to the contrary now exists., 'Experts® in

the early 1950's obviously did not know then what we
know now. DOE is oblicated to apply *expertise” gained
‘from 56 year legacy. U.S. EPh standards for the
protection of the environment, off-site population, and
on-site workers should be appiied in EIS to the Yucca
Mountain site.

Contracy to decades of amency and site contracter
insistence (with reports) to the contrary:

The draft report (DOE. Jan. 2000 Draff) also
says whoiesale pellution of the air, ground
and water in and around the plant--and In
quantities that may have been sionificantly
under-reported--may have exposed area resldents
to radlation hazards. As recently as the iate
1980“s. scrap metal was being reieased through
pubiic sales. '

Yorkers at Paducah (and Portsmouth) may have unkpowingly
exposed their familles by bringing home contaminated clothing
to be laundered (with their chitdren’s clothing and bedding.)
Urantum contaminated steam, smoke, and gas have historically
peen termed "pecmitted operational releases* at both plant
sites. Rumors of 'purges" and "nicht releases® have been
common among plant workers at both sites. DOE investigation
of such rumors apparently has found factual basis for

further agency review some 45 years later.
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They (3 employees) alleged that Paducah workers
- Were unknowingly exposed to highly radicactive
plutonium, contained in the used nuciear fuel
that was recycled at the plant, and that some
plutonium was released into the environment.
The pubiic and workers were not told untii last
year that the plant was contaminated with plutonium,
.+ But the report says site officials knew
plutonium was at the faciiity in £953.

The investicators have some context to their
findings. They said that although the measured
exposures to radiation were high by today’s
standards, the total exposures were comparable
to those occurring at Defense Department facl]ities,

commercial nuclear piants and other DOE factories. ((];i&i{;l(llf., B

It would seem to me that DOE investigation and report provides
compelling evidence for application by DOE of stringent/more
protective standards to the Yucca Mountals site (U.5. EPA
rather than NRC). ‘*Confext" provided by DOE findinas do not
offer any sugoestion that private commercial facilities have
historically done befter in protecting the pubiic, nuclear
facility workers, or the environment, On the contrary, DOE
*context" indicates that standards applied in the 1950‘s to
1930 were state-of-the-art. such as those were, for communitles
and workers with nuclear faciltltles. DOE is mandated to apply
agency lessons learned to Yucca Hountaln_§£§;J

Competing in the globa! market place (In Ohio, at least)
appears to require re-training of the workferce (through
educational institutions) to meet foreign companies’ needs. One
wonders if such rhetoric is, in fact, government-speak for worker
willingness to accept 1950’9 health and occupational exposure
standards in exchange/trade for jobs and economic arowth in
high-unemployment/depressed regions of Ohio. See Attachment C,
“Better Workers Heeded to Capitalize on Trade," THE CINCINNATI
ENGUIRER, Feb. 9, 2000, pg. A-12. Do Japanese corporaticns
consider *whistleblower" employee lawsuits poor etiquette and/or
indication of unwillingness to work-.? It seems highly
colncidental to me that days after announced lay off of 850
plant workers by United States Enrichment Corporation at its
Portsmouth and Paducah uranium enrichment processing plants,
Ohio’s workers are belng informed that they must adjust their
thinking in order for Ohio to fit Japanese corporate warkforce
needs, and Ohio’s schools are considered an appropriate
forur to get the re-training fob done!

DOE investication at the Paducah plant site is, in my
view, not the problem. Delay of investigation has left
workers in rural, company towns at both Paducah and Piketon
vulnerable to "transition® back to context conditions of
the 1950’3, DOE must consider the economic/social impacts
upon residents and commurities in close proximity to the

-3- 3
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Tucca Mountaln site in decision-making. Appalachian regions
in Chio and Kentucky are, I belleved, being nudged and
conditioned to transition back to "context® of the 1950°s,
with “company towns and reglons® run by private corporations,
foretan and domestic. |

Respectfully submitted, W

blana 1. Cahall

7019 Ashridge Arnheim Road

Sardinia. Ohio ,

{937) 446-4583 Unpubi [shed telephone and facsimile

Attachments

la facsinile tranmmission to _/— 30O~ F07- O 73?

on 279/00; and, by the 0.3. Postal Service, regular mail,
postage prepaid, on _. 2-,/ 9// o0 .
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3 Associate editor

pmw BRONSON'

NIEHT-MAHA: Couiity accused

-Haste makes no case
for secret meetings

Last Monday the Hamilton County
‘commissigners scored a last-second
"shot to help the city cap Fort Wash-
ington Way for a riverfront park. But
now a lawsuit says their buzzer-beater
was out of bounds. Let’s look at the
‘replay.

The county was refusing to help the
city until business leaders donated $2
million to the $10 million project and
urged county leaders to do the same,

That shamed the county into donat-
ing $2 million, reducing the city share
to $6 million to install pilings, so that
the decks can be added when the
highway is finished. (The finished

- decks could cost $40 million.)

Without county and business contri-
butions, city council members would
have refused to pay the entire $10
million to Iink downtown to the river-
front. The decks park would have

~ died.

Saving the decks saved a key ele-
ment of The Banks project for retail,
entertainment and .housing between
two new riverfront stadiums. It’s a big
win for our region.

But the county commissioners dis-
cussed their contribution in an “execu-
tive session”” — which is goveimment-
speak for a closed meeting. The only
exemptions in the Ohio Open Meet-
ings Law are for litigation, personnel
matters or purchase of reai estate.

_ Tim Mara, chronic opponent of the
stadium tax, has made a hobby of
. gnpmg and sniping at the county ever
since he lost his battle to defeat the
© 1996 ‘Stadium. tax. His latest lawsuit
aims to nullify the county s guarantee

..of at ledst 50,000 ticket sales for the

Bengals'. first '20" games, -at. public
expense; and approval rights for team.
owner Mike Brown on some develop-

e

Mr. Mara hopes to force the county
to renegotiate the Bengals' blank-
check lease — which is like ordering
the cavalry to try again at Little Big
Horn.

The bigger concern is Mr. Mara’s

accusation that the county violated the
Open Meetings Law.
. “It was not a violation,” Commis-
sioner Tom Neyer insists. “We were
discussing the Crosset property pur-
chase.” oo

In return for its $2 million donation
for the decks, the county wanted the
city to sell the Crosset parcel, about
12 acres that sit north and west of the
Bengals’ stadium.

Property purchases are allowed as
an exemption from the Open Meenngs
Law. N

_“The city couldn't deal on Crosset
and it became clear it would have to be

- an outright grant,” Mr. Neyer said.

He and Commissioner Bob Bedinghaus
agreed to the donation. The third
commissioner, John Dowlin, objected
to the discussion in a closed meeting.

The county eventually discussed
the $2 million contribution and how to
pay it during an open meeting on
Wednesday, Feb. 2. But by then, the
deal had been announced at a Monday
press conference with the city.

“If not for the press of timing, we
would have had the debate we had on
Wednesday before the press confer-
ence on_Monday." Mr. Neyer said.

County commissioners have a good

track record on open government. In

this case, they were in a hurry to
reverse their’ posmon in time to beat

Aconstructx'on deadlines'and a c:ty coun-

cil vote.
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‘used in uramum experiments

’ Auocialed Press

LOUISVILLE — Some workers
at - the Paducah Gaseous

Diffusion Plant participated in -

government radiation experi-
ments in the 1950s, accordmg to
afederal report.

Some of the participants vol-
unteered for tests, while some
others may not have been
jfformed participants, said a
draft report prepared by the
US: Department of Energy. The
report is part of an investigation
into health, safety and environ-
mental problems at the
Paducah plant..

* In one experiment, health
phzm s stafft volugtegred_t,o
breathe a radioactive: : gas to see

o

w qulcE[y uraniumn  was
excreted in their urine, Trying a
different ingestion path, one
senigr staffer drank uranium in
Y solution. %

ool

_ In another, at least 14 workers
in the mid-1950s were part of
experiments testing . the effec-
tiveness of respirators in
radiocactive dust, gas a.nd
~ smoke.

*“The record is unclear as to
whether the personnel involved
in the experiments were volun-
teers or informed that they were
participants,” says the report,
which was obtained by The
Courier Journal and is dated
January 2000, -

At the time of the testing, the
general dangers of radioactivity
were known, but its interactions
with the human body were not
entirely understcod. It was
believed that uraniurm dust and
various byproducts of the
enrichment process posed little
or no hazard to humans.

RECORD

‘Asked about the’ kepqrt on
Friday, Energy Department offi-
cials would say only that it was

facility .has been maneged by
the department, as well as by
predecessor. federal agencies
and private contractors,
9% Employees at the plant often
~worked without protection or
proper training, the report indi-
cates, and they were sometimes
exposed to dangerous radiologi-
cal and ‘chemical hazards.
The draft report also says

-wholesale poliution of - the air,
ground and water in and arotind -

in guantxt:es ’

the plant — and
-that may have been si ggg cant-
_11_ nder-reported — may have

ex;_msea area residents to radia-’

on hazards. E Tecently as the
Tate 1980s, scr:

metal contam-

Inated b: by ra atmn was being.

released through public sales.
The report details a wide

range of problems at Paducah. °

between 1952 and 1990. For
years, investigators found,

workers were not always told of

the dangers they faced working

with highly toxic radioactive .

materials. And their families

may have been exposed when -

workers brought home contami-

nated clothing to be laundered.
Vast amounts of uranium-con-.

taminated smoke, steam and .

gas were emitted from stacks -
into the open air — sometimes

- secretly,” in what efnployees
called “midnight negatives.”

Inside some buildings, workers .-
were exposed to unplanned.

releases and leaks of radioactive
gases and hazardous chemicals
such as hydrofluoric acid.

The department began its
review after a whistleLiower

“under review.” The Paducah -

‘rable to t

" 6lEer DOE

lawsuit by three: ‘employees
alleged that former plant opera-
tors Lockheed Martin Corp. and
Martin Marietta Corp; had prof-
ited by lying to the govemment
about the extent of environmen-
tal pollution arcund.the plant
and worker exposure to radia-
tion. :
They alleged that Paducah
workers were
exposed to EELIX radioactive
plutoniump, Contained in the
used nuclear fuel that was recy-
cled at the plant, and that some
“plutonium was released into the
envxronment :

The public and workers were
not told until last year that the
plant was contaminated with
plutonium, which is a far more
radioactive element than urani-
um - or neptunium. But the
report ‘says site officials knew
plutoniump was 7as at the fe facxhgr
1853. T

e mvesttgators gave some

context to their findings. They

_eaid that although the mea-

sured exposures to radiation

were high by today’s standards,
the total exiosures were compa-

ocCUITINE at
Defense Department famhtles
commercial nuclear pl
fact.ones

> 8till, in the 1950s, documents
showed 40 to 60 workers were
secking medical help every four
months after exposure to acci-
dental releases of uranium,
hxdroyen flucride and fluorine.

Three workers died in plant
inc)uonts over the 88-year peri-
od surweyed. A fourth was so
seqicysly burned ;that he never
relurped to work and may have
sinve died.

.

Adams County

property transfers

-David D. and Dawn A. Wilson
and Wayne and Helen Jo Hanson
‘to Richard and Roselien Roberts,
g(a)nger #3 in Wayne Townshlp.
Mark A, and Anna Thomas to

"Joe R.and Joyce Gustin, inlot
_#60 In West Union, SO T

-Garnette G. Hughes, trustees,
3.823 acre in Ltberty Towiiship,
50, :
Steven P. and Tma Cacaro,
Joan Cacaro, Madelyn R.

Migyanko, David L. and Pat J..
- Mason, 34.12 acres in Spngg

Township, $0.

Edward and Bonnle Warnack to¥ C.

Helen R. Warnock Ferren, 2.067

' acres in Franklin Township, 0.~===7 -

. A ,'J. 3.
IR 1d Julie Pitzer to Julie
P: .. 5.16 acres in Clark
Te oo ’p. €.

Fiu,u and Patricia Hampton to -

Dav. Hampton 8.09 acres in
E“" ﬂwn hip, $0.
e [ Cahall to= Dlana .

I'U.u e, 192.39 acres in
F. - Township, 0., - -
e, Butler to Jamaa

unknowingly -

e, - e A -

' Statel L

orkers were
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+ are beating a path'to Tokyo.:

+ world’s second-largest econio:

If - Ohio: waits' until’. the

my is booming agam, it would’
be too late. The Japanese will
remember who struck by
them in hard times. They also -
appreciate an . Ohio ‘“‘thank
you” for the $11 billion ‘that "
:Japanese compames have al-
ready invested in Ohio.

Despite Japan’s flat economy, some
Japanese companies are planning U.S.
expansions. Gov. Taft’s 55-member
‘delegation, including about 30 corpo-
rate leaders, should help keep the
“*Qhio brand” at the front.of the shelf,

Gov. Taft's group discovered Japa-
nese plans for expansions that no .one
here knew about. Ohio and Greater
Cincinnati will need to follow up in the
weeks ahead. Cincinnati can play up
regional assets such as our airport,
quality of life and Japanese companies

already in Ohio. But the Taft group -

collided often with concerns that give
Japanese CEOs pause.. The two fore-
most: our tlght labor market and lack
of worker initiative. Both are rooted in

" failures of ‘our schools. Ohio has the

bodies, but not enough are ready to
work.

Honda had a 3 percent turnover last
year with its 13,000 work force in
four Ohio plants. It had ‘to hire 400
workers just for replacements. Honda
and Isuzu officials say they are forced

to send over more managers to train’

workers. They need workers who take
initiative to mprove production and
produce the maximum iinits from ex-
isting factories, ! "We need to encour-
age self-reliance,” said Toshio Mitsu-
tomi, Honda's general manager of
global human resources,. ik

Japan ig Ohio's biggest forelgn in-

vestor, by far:;] Nwly ~300:Japanese |

| companies, here;" empt'ry; more than .;

1 67,000, LASEeaf, OLio™Eiported
$1 .49 billion.to Japan down. {go_;n as
of $2:65_billi 96: Japan is.

“Gov. Taft

.....

i visited Tokyo Toyota opened
an $800. million _Plant: in
" Georgetown, Ky. ™ ,

- Former Ohio Gov George

Voinovich’s 10 business trips

** Hon in new business to Ohio.
Courting foreign investment

" is all about building trust. Quadruple

that for Japan. .

. Bob Taft has a spemal edge It's not
Just that governors can gain access for
U.S. business executives at the high-
est levels of Japan's government and
industry. Mr. Taft's great grandfa-
ther, President William Howard Taft,
v:s1ted Japan a half-dazen times in the
early, 1900s. Washington's - cherry
trees encircling the Tidal Basin were
Japan's gift to First Lady Helen Her-

ron Taft. The White House Tafts sent

50 dogwoods in exchange. -
And 88 years later, Gov. Taft
brought 50 Ohio dogwoods with him
to plant in Japan. The Japanese appre-
ciate that sense of tmdxtlon and conti-
muitys &
“Please come to Ohlo was Gov.
Taft’s constant mantra. :
Another plus: Both Bob and Hope
Taft have been active in the Sister

Cities program. On this trip, they,

personalized Chio’s sister-state ties
with Saitama, where Honda. has its
headquarters. One result could be

um-sized companies,

Japan's banks remain mired in debt,
and companies there have been slow
to restructure. But the strength of the
U.S. economy is not lost on Japanese
executives looking for sales growth,
1t's smart for Ohio to keep its “brand
name" in front of them. * %>~

T :.Lots"of hard’ work remams before‘-

Olu5 “cani-“close “thé sale,” ‘But Gov.

.’P"‘-""“‘-"*"*
L T

Semny

"abroad, which did not include:
. Japan, helped bring $428 mil- .

more exchanges for small and medi-

. Taft’s, trad misgion.to Japan at least'.g
¥ gefs Ohio's, foot o the door, i s |
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